Criteria and Considerations - Guests and the World ARC

For those of you who have expressed an interest in joining us en route at some point during our World ARC circumnavigation, you can find the itinerary on our website: www.whereispawpaw.com. However, there are a number of criteria and considerations which need to be accommodated in order to do so.  Additionally, you are requested to peruse “Cruising with Guests – Managing Expectations”, which can also be found on our website and which provides information about life aboard in order to make your visit as enjoyable as possible, while helping us maintain our floating home (.
Criteria:

Given the nature of this adventure, the endurance required of every crew member, the speed at which the circumnavigation is undertaken, our insurance stipulations and the fact that we are participating in the World ARC Rally, there are certain criteria that will affect a number of aspects of your decision to join us en route. These are:
· The dates associated with the itinerary of the World ARC 2016 are subject to change

· Guests cannot join the World ARC in a “non-free cruising area”, since a crew fee is required to be paid to the World ARC for qualified crew members
· Consideration needs to be given to the distance we will have sailed prior to reaching a particular destination, as the crew will need time to recuperate, undertake the various domestic tasks of cleaning, provisioning, doing laundry, replenishing consumables e.g. propane, diesel, etc, preparing the guest cabin which involves a crew member vacating their cabin in order to accommodate the guests, ensuring time is available to undertake the World ARC safety debriefing and briefing sessions, undertaking any necessary maintenance required, undertaking unforeseen repairs, undergoing unforeseen medical treatments, etc, as well as participating in the World ARC celebrations which are pre-arranged for all crew members at the end of a leg

· To ensure we remain within the stipulations of our insurance provider pertaining to liability, as well as from a safety aspect, guests will not be able to join us for any passage i.e. guests can only join us in those cruising areas where 1/2 day short sails between anchorages of a particular island can be undertaken or between islands within close proximity to each other
· In order to accommodate our tight schedule, ensure the fatigue of crew members is kept within reasonable limits and to be at the required rendezvous locations, as well as ensure we have adequate time for our preparations before the start of the next leg, we have been advised to accommodate guests aboard for no longer than 7 days at those destinations where guests can indeed be accommodated, but trust that you can enjoy an extended holiday ashore, given the distance you may have travelled. We can, however, be somewhat flexible where longer free cruising periods are available in Australia, South Africa and Brazil. While these destinations may not be your first choice, they may be worth considering if you are wishing to spend a slightly longer period aboard. To put the endurance and fatigue aspects into perspective, which are directly linked to the safety of all aboard, we will be sailing 23010 NM, excluding short day sails while exploring the various destinations. This is an average of 1534 NM of sailing per month i.e. approximately 11 to 13 days of sailing for 24 hours a day per month. 
Considerations:
There are numerous circumstances that could prevent you from coming aboard Paw Paw or those that can curtail your visit, even after all the plans have been made and the costs incurred. Although these are too numerous to mention, our voyage, for example, could be delayed or we could experience an unexpected voyage interruption, which could result in us not reaching the intended destination at all. Additionally, repairs required to Paw Paw could result in no sailing occurring during your visit, or worse, the yacht having to be hauled, resulting in all of us needing to find accommodation ashore. Furthermore, approaching unfavourable weather could require us to leave a destination earlier than intended in order to arrive at the required rendezvous location on a passage that you are not permitted to participate in. 
While all  of this seems restrictive and unpredictable, it is, in fact, the very nature of our circumnavigation and we would prefer that you are fully aware of these matters / risks before making final arrangements to visit, as well as ensuring you are prepared to incur the possible inconvenience, disappointment and associated costs should an unforeseen circumstance materialise. We also trust that you can appreciate the boundaries stipulated by the various organisations involved in this endeavour, as well as understand the need for the crew to be well rested and prepared for each leg of this circumnavigation. Of course, our intention is to enjoy this adventure to the fullest and to share the experience with family and friends as far as this is reasonably possible. ( 
Guests and the World ARC
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